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.--r. nnrtin Waldron 
he w York Timas 
225 W. 23 St., 
flew York, N.I. 10036 

Dear iio, 

A fw minutes axo I finished c short conversation with John Crewdaos. I returned 
hi.* cill. 1 had been is Washington for e phleWtio checkup (the anticoagulant, although 
I ac nore rebilft , ia increased). Because I an still unable to drive that distance without 
being exhausted for several days, a r>ide consent that I think will hava relevance. I 
used the rather poor bus. 

All John wanted to know is whether I had told him that CSS had p a i d Cliff 
Andrews for an interview. I had heard this. I have no independent recollection of having 
told Join. Or you. Or anyone oioe. out I would have told anyone working on the story. 

Becauao 1 had no independent recollection I told John I’d boat go over what I 
recalled to see if it could bring bade ay source. 1 did this. He said that Rather denied 
paying Andrews. 1 do not recall the exact words. But I do know that while Hath*r nay 
not have, others nay have. The otory I heard to tint Andrews got $1,000 for tie interview 
in uew iork, hoisted a oar in Canada, wan re arrested near Calgary, and tiled unscueeosfully 
to hit C33 again thereafter. In telling hii the story I came to bslieve that my nource 
was one who had bean told this by one who acid he hac been told by Andrews. 

As you know I have never believed any part of the Andrews story. Jojcis says he 
has In hio note my having told him this story. The only sense in which I could have, 

Jiavintf anc to John's knowledge having no possibility of first-hand knowledge, has to 
have been tor hin to follow if it interested him. 1 have never met Cliff. I liavo never 
seen nis picture. I have n.ver had a letter e* or a call fro® Ido. In fact as 1 under- 
stand his approach, it specif icall tAe ude^ I an sure John knows this. I an also 
sure that he knows I en pretty lomcklle and can t have first-hand knowledge. I an ei-re 
I tola hire I never believed the Andrews etory f?ne the first. And I can date ay xxs-'isLS. 
first knowledge precisely. I believe but I an not curtain that this osrticulnr timing 
suggested certain poscibilities to ne and I -ay well have told John what they ere. " 

As 1 say, John told bio that Bather denied paying Cliff. I did not ask "did anyone 
*:lao or the other possibilities. 1 merely aaid that Andrews la a con can and if I had 
to cake a choice between ^th^r’a word and Andrews’ I’d believe Rather. (z 0 wiicm I’ve 
never taUai and to uhou I’ve written two letters about etliios, unanswered.) 

John said this is nil he wanted to know oar. that was the end of the conversation. 

Cncc again his entire u&nu&r as well as his words troubled ae. Iven the way he 
put It to cy wife whan ho called at 1M5 p.a., that ho wou_d like ma to call hin when 

reappear." She told me this whan 1 waited in the door and the word is in her written 
x ^ Bi inoiB rs 



.taybe -ohn is just trying to elirjjiate what he nd± can eliminate free what he 
is worting on. But the other possibility is why I wilto this, close to immediately, 
-or tne record. I tried to phone you and you were either not in or did not answer". It 
was approximately 5:3Q-5t45. ‘ 



know 1 wondered why the Tinea sent Ahroc reporters to Bud, taowin. he iaad 
been tc» busy to be active in the caue for some tine, while not finding tine to send 
one to tn > ress conference 1 had to nnko available new FBI ante rials I obtained under 
ifOla. how 1 wonder about this ns it relates to toe. Um)er 



neither, including John's "That’ a all I wanted to k:xv, n i: consistent with 
sti^ght Jo .maliara. Nor is inct^lffercnca whea the Tiraes Washington Bureau got « release, 
hand-delivered, about ry of lor of thic new evidence and it had the ansa thing on the 
city owe viro # 

• •aybe this is much ado about nothing. **aybe it is Just John's Banner and some 
ercana Journalistic concepts in your Washing-ton bureaau. I'm taking this time because 
1 think there ia a reasonable interpretation that it is not. 

-f you car-.; to c6.-3micato thin to anyone else at the fJL—sa, including what 
follows, please do. 

hy uelief, which I'd rather have not bo tne fact, is that this is intended 
as an attach on we and for this use in the lipes, 

■rhere is a long history between me and the ■‘■'ires and its attitude toward the 
aide of controversial issues on which it and I are, its record and nine and ita record 
with regard to me and ay work ao well ao the facility with which it finds non-exports 
for defamations. V. ore that under thu circuiEStancea I think it b 03 t not to tell you or 
anyone .also. 3ut I think if this conae to an issue, aa it will if tho li-aaa def&aea ae 
for doing ao more than. suing on a tip anybody pact kindergarten should anoa could 
havtf been no core and uaa intended aa no nors, I will oc-Ui counsel. 1 think that W ith 
a long hiatory it will craoua tho mlico line, if it hasn’t alraaoy. If it co_mb to tida, 
os i once discussed with John in asking him to keep full notes on what ha was looming, 
the flees will find that 1 have fairly full records tout nobody at the Hssa haa.i’Ihe 
oc-aa*icui, by the way, mm whan «ohn culled ut from w ullfounia to tali, la, that the 
Bhrinh to whoa Kay wont gave him an analysis that exactly ooindined with the ono that 
l had given John and that “erold Frank had shown this shrink TO reports denied tlio 
Hay defenoo even under tho mandate of the 6th oorcuit court of appeals, for a "full 
swle judicial inquiry," appro*. We did ask for these things on discovery, as the court 
ana our records will ohow, nnc. weco refused -long after tiiey were cade available to 
anyons of sycopdtautio predisposition. Titus a jn part of ny C.A.75-I9<£.) 

nil of this oegen when I sugjjostsd tho existence of a lc,iit.inutc story to you. 

At that tirso I bad never spoken to John, ns you know i naked nothing in return. As I have 
sine© told you, from what x knew of you of tlte post I tipcat what for me is a considerable 
sum with no poedbiUty of any l^ud of benefit to no in an effort to ba eu helpful <s 
x coul ;f b>J t0 tY *> Timos.Aa you also know I him. offered the i’iuso, trough you, otfcluaivoB 
where a have no conflict of interest and again asking notnlng in return. When I have 
large debts and no regular lncoc© «alfi*hnem in this is >iit easily atiributed to ns. 

As a matter oi loci. I have also told you that John did not read Fast mortem whea 
it was taken from you and given to him. Sor did he over Ret back to no ex coat for a 
single irrelevant question he phoned ao from, ho said, Calif oral*. Tne re i s in thin book 
ae .urate scientific knowledge of winch lie cOuld uao in the iing cano. ho also aid 
n-.t tei- ao either tnaC no hau not couple tac tliis-assigaa. nt or han been token off of 
it, which limited, ana handicapped os, as we have discussed. 

*• of tbia ciaute I will stalk! on any representation I have ever unco to anyone 
on the Sines aa a matter of my own porsonil knowledge, as distinguished from reports 
triat reached me tnat I par. d on under circumstances that -ale it obvious it cculcl not 
be personal knowledge. Andrews is on example od this. 

1 write you not to involve you. But when I spoke- to Hedri.dk umith about two 
dif.oreat things t.iat by normal standards woul .• be considered legitimate news, he t Id 
ac, without my discussion with me, X approximately, that he has trust in his tarn and 
leaves ti»3C natters up to them, Under this Is emulation I folt lia did not i.qnt me to 
go further and I didn't. Ttrao bad to do with tho spontaneity of Levi's announcement of 
^Svs^ X1 T^?^^^ n ^' on, ' ^ oa wb l cr d** John told mo Horrck would call-end Horrock didn’t - and 

^ S ‘ CrK °“ t ” i ‘ t ' “ “ fto ““ tol »* 1“ “H»c » 



« to/ST-STS tow “fff “f“ J“‘ «U °4 ». B. ton told 

ne aicoii 1 riiou £ OT it 4/1 ^75 ut& U J&^^ ^ tha ? Jlavr ' withheld from 

*i»Paal soot Uja ajft. if John < B tha vind rf Wi *t **'* i>0t r ° 3 -‘ 3ond 5/5/75 

and h s akoO - ac^kod for/^roparatlon fo~ thrf* n ^ ^ 01 U ^° ^ a *' /i0 ^uestlarm febout this 

tot oooia taw f. ra= ." tot ■“ «*= - Wt 

tot «h. feto so,„ ^.syj 11 “• Tl ™» 1» «» MX t. popor 

*»»*. ot toc^to it. dSLTTort i^h“r j T--?;-' csr * «■“■> «• 

‘to pstpturotion ant I ait aatitau. W d. t ...... ‘ _ “***- f ~ ‘ t ~ r “ - ut 1 M of.'or 

press cottfereiiee for airLoii t o li j© 3 had -r. n/rr aoln ^ to th *° In the 

nontaj hoars, to **k oat. 14 COuU ■» ««•. ^ 

aboux facta or offers or ar *i f i urm ccjtioj- 1 wontV ^ ra 06 no questions 

«— tot to! *„ the JS£Z?2£!?t *£* »»U!I. art to.-., to to 

I on resisded that when 7 >. nJ „i_ , . . . . 

h*avsm i over the iay of r1.- 3 ya r .Jf! ““ broast ond prayed to tha high 

If UK* Xiaet) wants to the either the teil or the ele^Ji ^ got no rcaponae. 

officialdom, it surely ha. tha rirfvt ^7iZ trdng to tht **«* tsil c f errant 

tide e.ifi . Ue noor ««*s - to clan* the nose and servo 

land aa tha only sober *«*«!!, sh&i^i waa pLorajd in a hicter- 

a woman's lsg in trying to do wna 1 aii^ dir n + <JU "".' L * > ' a4 * vhat Amiell broke 

doctor. I found . vet?) ** “ 0t Want dcra> * At 3 * couldn't s»tA 

that vac relevant and thin * *** Jart recc ' ived 

vith i ohn » «nd it v^s not fit to rrlnt whero^! wiwf^^ ^ ^ ;,rQVioui3 couveasation 
not relevant «t in any r^nsSuSK of « la-d^ 5““ 40 b °' **« ^ ^ 

case, and as you kno» I £t only asked nottdai for 2 ™!“^, '/ °* ** fdCta of the 
aBEjuraiices of tlu recovery of — v) Jf ^ r * M, *» * u - t ' 3Jl *' fiWar ‘ ^ your- 

the Tinas who ie not paid, i h^vo’hLi ^ t ' 3rttK ’- < Lo 2 lew.? of nobody on 

than a ueouue. have nad no regular i.icoae. certainly no salary, for sore 

»"*£'%z££iSz srifsrjsr ^ •»« ; , lth 

**"’ arit0d a ° ^ the ® c tual rsrortng ^ aC ~' epted * 

i. ??*.•. “. »»,*«.. n a Jus. to. to™ 

wrottot bxiMM. I tSito hso the- <£*‘**2, hj u “, te *ST iil * 1 t,ij ik it in a 

important to m it is abualvo to tai-c mv m 111 °?7 1 lieap Kp wltfc Wir ^ that is 

» *t st d» to to ^ ^ L^a^SnT ““ 1 * “f*» « sup,^ u. x 
»iae to no, roo.ral tail ao peer isle rtdile ].r« tending 5 &j. 

ease. The FSL saw fit^to^ot* to siepeneo with ^ary --aile'a services in t*ds 

toltt tot -."itorV^lTl!™" »* 1* I«W sud X Xtto 

have been news fit to prlrt ^Kot 
won: in this calc! " ‘ ; rC3enoe of « vitneas, perronally threatoneo me became oi* ay 

•tout fhlch I.u so. tow g JT4* T’ m " 1U ^ 4 *“»«“ 

«v» ~ >- •*"■* to-. »»» i 

th n a h«d receivw, several approaches WMl^Sf ^ r the !° r<s 1 * aK “- -° ^ *7 ' 

to inform you. Another had to do with 'on sou 8Uit ° f “f y ' 1 fclt 03li ^tad 

an ryrA suit 1 d «at never gotten ariund to 



'•T : 



imt 



startlnr. I renwabeS^it then, thought it eoufci cake a story, your youngoet could have 
handled it, ao I called to oec if y^u wanted it. 1 h-vo initiateu it.Thero is no pos- 
sible answer tiat does -.ot hold the possibilities of a decent at wry. 

;o the reporter with hose snployer there ay b» a real prospect I said that I 
had been asked to hang loose until the first of the. year and had agreed. I also told 
him that I woulu, if X his peoplo devoiope an interest, wait only a ft* «*jo a* tor ,ae 

first. 

^ottonr personal, ao. BopoflHly, this is a couplet® -attc ox’ tino. but if 1 thought 
it wno I'd not be wasting it. 

Aflfljjt In t. r rupt- ioiE • t.ftoeplu&« 

Xi’ it is no zorv than an. in. pt way oi expressing hiaself "ohn pictea a very bod 
day for this kind of thing. I'vo seen out of the hospital lor two .non the. lhiring that 
U» the level of esiU-coaguluxt prescribed, after a temporal reduction of a axxth, was 
today inenwied to wont it wan last week, throe tiscs the level arasonbea when * waa 
discharge* fchat - have, can b not only miriaus but x’«*vuile 1 v* loat rost i raqisire . rora 
-John's ttwvjhtleswmsn or errognnoe. I sskod and received and o^ooct notning ;or this. 

I'rc propaied to try to be fie helpful t^nyons, including /limes people, ns 1 can be and 
without any quid pro quo, 

iiut L'u uot pix» pared zo accept i:* silica &&y **oro 02 thin oi nouie, 

whether or it not it ever appears in type. Share -cy wU be a limit t6 wh&t i con - 0 . 
nut oy now, as I thin k you have 3««i, ths-e is ub liwdt to wat - an vUL^ .0 trj. 
do not want to. but if 1 have to, i'll ante a trjt. If I asm A t ^ *• 

tha case. If what I . aspect, nasty businas:- contrived Hgai-at -"ud and u», vuzns out to 
bo the reality, there ia no illneso ehort of wl.st 1 do not eyy.ot, total incapacity, 
that will dotor what effort 1 can and will 

In nans or this do * pra~iv^> t;.at ycu ore or can control the- l‘i^3. 1 v?ite you 
for those mason*: I true : you as a r-oro th-r ccapftcnt report .-r and as an honest rsn; 
there is nobody else with whoa i have design this story of wnoa i can honestly or 
m*ouabi«r /*y this (at tha Vinen); and I think that sonaens thorn ought .ant a paper of 
its reputation to be a bit acre than t gfivcmn.xit asshole. 

1 hope ail hn tiae in the moral ug to road ana correct tide because 1 n-w 
-on*t arid It wifi po out in t:» Earning. 

l Si £, fa woy to wind up with the sincere hope that you have u good year ahead. 



Sincere* ly. 



\2/Z6/lb P.S. 

I f n sorry if I ooca to be taking anger or disappointment out on youqf. Thio is 
not my intent. Ann I realize John can 3ay that he was v.oroly checking to see if I had 
something. However, that would have had more* credibility at the tine I passed the report 
on to him for him to investigate. It was a matter of no consequence to me or I f d have 
made a note of it would have been able to get it out and read it. Likewise does it 

Boom that at the time it appeared to be of no consequence to John t or he'd then have 
asked me my source of* sources. Another is not impossible and if it is true it would be 
a dependable source. At the time it just made no difference to me. CBS has a long history 
of this, paying people to talk. Even staging news. Always with bad people. 

What does make a difference ic that I can't think of & single decent , honest fair 
Job oi reporting on any political-assassination stories that originated with the Times 1 
national deal or IXi bureau. There have been infrequent decent reporting jobs, far less 
than was justified, by metro desk reporters. 

At every time there seems to be some new information not favorable to corrupt 
government on this subject the national desk comes to its rescue. Its record of the sup- 
pression of what by normal standards arc legitimate stories is incredible and incredbily 
long, regardless of who presides. Post Xiortem, for example, anc the leasx than honest 
way in which John dealt with me on it. Ifoohn knew his national desk wanted a story he'd 
have had no trouble finding one. I've you the appendix pagOB I had noted for him to 

make this easy. 

For a dozen years it has been no more than an adjunct of corruption in government. 

The exceptions are when someone like you worked on the iiing case. You can reread 
sorje of those stories with pride. So can ^iferman and others. In fact, this is one of 
the things John argued with mo, whon I said the contemporaneous repting was excellent. 

I can't think of anything lie didn't argue with me except that the shrink confirmed by 
amateur analysis of Jimmy* 

Again 1 lay awake last night after 5-4 hours of sleep. The prescribed pill dicin' t 
work. 1 knew I'd need it. between dozing thereafter z I aid think about tliis. I suppose 
there arc a combination of factors involved in the depth of my feeling. One is the 
traditional view 1 hold of the press and its responsibilities. Another is what I am curtain 
all this corruption^ has done to the country, especially to the young. This kind of 
re port in^non-rc porting becomes a new k ind of MoCa^rthyism. The corruptions spread^ and 
the same corrupters do the same in other areas and get away with it becam e the same 
proas foils to espose/report it. The same John, too, when I told him he waa being had on 
hie Hosonko story. I was right. On another subject ho'd have been anxious to check it out. 

On this ho was satisfied he had good sources. Even though there came a time when he ad- 
mitted ha la a- are tliat the government wants very much to got favorable stories in the 
Times* Bis diligence in defense of hla calling and hio paper's integrity ia refloated in 
his not checking out a single one of theor things about which he admitted an auaroness 
of the poscibililyof deception. On no other story would ho k not if he had available means. 

So 1 suppose all my feelings are magnified by wnac 1 see hap ening to the country. 

I ace a growing authoritarian! so made possible, by the abdicating press. ThiB boija down 
in individuals, who have sons and daughters. I time thoir oona and daughters, so no, will 
come to understand and to feel what their fathers have done, not with, respect and admiration. 
One minor incident of this is within my recent experience. The kids wfcaryland had asked me 
to appear ia in a benefot for them to raise \ .oney do they could exercise their Constitutional 
righto. I agreed but said I couldn't drive there. Among themselves one volunteered. Nice kid* 
I'd never met him before. Ko wanted to stop off so hio mother, who had read some of my work, 
could meet mo. She is a war bride, apparently, who cherahes the grfc at improvement shu finds 
here. It happens that the father sells something we need and I said I'd buy it from him. what 
happened instead iw tnat the father felt even an unknown relationship of purely comnercial 
nature could interfere with his business with the government and ordered his son to drop 
out of that student group. The son had to do it. It was not easy on him. The others hold 

him in contempt. If it ia but one minor tragedy it is symptomatic of what troubles me 
much in all of this* I've seen much of it over the years. 



